OF   WESTERN  INDIA,            287

quiescence in their belief of their divine
origin. On the contrary, we find them

maintaining a religion full of mysteries,,
in their estimation much more sacred, and
older than our own : and at present, it
does not appear that they are qualified.,
either by education, habit, or mental
power, to examine that chain of testimony
by which the truth of Christianity is
proved, and by means of which other na-
tions have become believers. The first
emissaries of our religion had to contend,
in many places, with difficulties not unlike
those of India; but, as Dr. Paley has ob-
served, " they possessed means of convic-
tion which we have not, and had proofs to
appeal to, which we want." We have only
the bare statement of facts, true indeed in
themselves, but unable to compel belief on
the simple exhibition of them, because
no miracles are wrought at the time,
whereby to shew divine agency, and the
power of divine authority, to overturn an-
cient superstitions. Everything presented